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Puerto Rican cultural heritage: 
las tres raíces culturales

•Taino
•European
•African



The Institute of Puerto Rican Culture 



El legado de Ricardo Alegría



The first encounter: 1492



Communication, trade and harmony



Then exploitation and conquest…



Tainos fought back for decades



Modern artistic rendering of 
a taino warrior



Genetic research: 
Indian mitochondrial DNA in many 

puertorricans



The archaeological heritage: 2,000 
prehispanic sites in Puerto Rico



Rock carvings in rivers and ballcourts: 
Piedra Escrita and Caguana



Caguana and Tibes: 
The largest ceremonial centers in the Caribbean



Local and federal laws protecting 
archaeological sites 

 The Institute of Puerto Rican Culture

   State Historic Preservation Office

   Puerto Rican Archaeology Council

 Other legislation protecting sites located in 
caves and under the sea

   



Puerto Rican and U.S. institutions promotes 
scientific research in many sites



Excavations at Cagüitas site in 
Caguas, Puerto Rico



Archaeologist at work



Recent findings in new sites



The study of human burials and 
mortuory practices



Vital information is obtained from burials



Some sites are destroyed by 
construction projects and looters.



Findings at Jácana, Ponce



Exhibitions of Taino archaeological 
collections

• Museo de la Universidad de Puerto Rico
• Museo del Indio, San Juan
• Centro Ceremonial Tibes, Ponce
• Museo de la Universidad del Turabo, Caguas
• Museo de Caguana, Utuado
• Museo del Hombre Dominicano, Rep. Dom.
• Centro León, Santiago de los Caballeros



Museums and exhibitions



Museo El Cemí, Jayuya



Puerto Rican archaeological treasures



Painted pottery and carved pendants



Recent studies on dogs in prehispanic 
Puerto Rico

Perro símbolo de la Cultura
Huecoide, Punta Candelero

Perros Saladoides



Taino vocabulary in Puerto Rico and 
other Caribbean islands

Arecibo Rio Guajataca
Mayaguez Rio Turabo
Guánica Rio Cibuco
Caguas Rio Manatí
Yabucoa Rio Guayanés
Guaynabo Rio Bayamón

  Quisqueya   Cuba  
  Boricua   Cacique
  Bohio    Hamaca
  Conuco   Maraca



Taino words in English language

TAINO ENGLISH
• canoa canoe
• juracan hurricane
• hamaca hammock
• guayaba guava
• casabe cassava
• manatí manatee
• tabaco tobacco



Individual names 

          
 Guarionex  

   Bayoan
   Bairex
   Atabeira
   Yaris
   Yaureibo
   Guanina
   Cacimar 



Fruits and Plants

• Anón
• Higuera
• Guanábana
• Guayaba



Animals

• Hicotea
• Guaraguao
• Manatí
• Higuaca
 (Cotorra)



Fishing traditions



Cassava bread (yuca)



Arts and crafts



El sol de Jayuya: 
new symbol of national identity 



El sol de Jayuya: 
nuevo símbolo de identidad nacional



Musical instruments and dances



Hamacas



Contemporary taino pottery made by local 
artisans



Carved taino designs in higueras (gourds)  by 
artist Daniel Silva from Vieques.



Taino inspiration in sculptures and 
architecture



Taino art in public spaces



Tainos 2008:
Puerto Rico and Cuba



Jayuya: taino capital of Puerto Rico



Reenactment of a ballgame at Jayuya 
Festival.



Young taino princess parade 



Proud tainos at the Puerto Rican Day 
Parade in New York



Nacimiento taíno
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